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SA WOMAN WINEMAKER OF THE YEAR
Nitsiki takes the honours

MARLI VAN ME-

‘ ‘ ILENCE. It
feels like the
silence  be-

fore you open a bottle of
wine. When you have
the corkscrew in the
cork, and there is that
moment of silence be-
fore it pops open.”

That is how Ntsiki Bi-
yela from Stellekaya in
Stellenbosch describes
her feelings after she
was crowned SA Wo-
man Winemaker of the
Year last Thursday
evening.

Out of 64 wine entries
from 28 woman wine-
makers across the coun-
try, Ntsiki came out on
top. This is the sixth

tion, sponsored by
Landbouweekblad, was
held.

“I am looking forward to
the adventure that awaits
me. Actually, I don't have
the words to describe how
Ifeel or what to expect from
now on - that’s the prob-
lem,” Ntsikilaughingly ad-
mits.

The story of the young
girl Nontsikelelo from Zu-
luland, who started her ca-
reer pruning vineyards at
Delheim, will warm any
heart. After she matricu-
lated from Mahlabathini
High School in 1996, she be-
came a domestic worker to
save money for her studies.
Although she wanted to
study engineering, her un-
cle introduced her to wine-

awclrd and Nicolette Waterford,
the judges, from Stellenbosch.Pic: Marki
year that this competi- wvan Wyngaard

Here is Nisiki Biyela (right) with her

maker Jabulani Ntshanga-
se. He helped her apply for
a scholarship, and she was
chosen as one of ten black
students to pursue a bursa-
ry programme to study
winemaking at the Univer-
sity of Stellenbosch.

“I remember Nisiki
workingasastudent in our
vineyards, pruning, put-
ting all the men to shame.
Comerain orsunshine, she
was always positive, hard
working, and nothing was
ever to difficult for her,”
says Victor Sperling of Del-
heim.

Later Ntsiki worked in
their tasting room where
she learnt more about
wine.

“I grew up in Zululand,

Size=298X230mm Circulation: 9077 Readership: 15059

one of

so wine was not exactly
part of my culture. Stud-
ying at Stellenbosch,
and being exposed to
wine regularly, I could
not help falling in love
with wine and the wine-
making process. It all
started to make sense to
me when I did some
practical work, includ-
ing tastings at Delheim.
Then I knew that I was
hooked,” Ntsiki told the
judges.

She started working
at Stellekaya in 2004,
where she is still happi-
ly making wonderful
wines.

“But I will always al-
ways remember the Del-
heim family. You never
forget where you come
from,” she says.

“As one of the first
black woman winemak-
ers in South Africa, I want
to be remembered for my
winesand not for wholam,
but I do not mind being a
role model for other people.
Iwant tocommunicate that
with hard work and deter-
mination, you can achieve
anything.”

According to Ntsiki the
SA Woman Winemaker of
the Year competition is a
very important one for
women winemakers.

“We need this. Our in-
dustry is still very much a
‘man’s world’. But this
competition offers us a
platform from which we
can work with pride. From
here we will make our
mark in the wine indus-



